Pigmentation of the eyelid margin accompanying conjunctival melanoma.
In a review of patients with histologically verified malignant melanoma of the conjunctiva, we found 17 patients who had heavy pigmentation of the ipsilateral eyelid margin that was visible on external examination. Among nine patients in whom the histologic characteristics of the skin pigmentation could be studied, the features ranged from an increase in pigmentation of melanocytes within the basal layer to invasive malignant melanoma. The presence of heavy skin pigmentation in association with conjunctival melanoma appeared to be an ominous sign, even when the eyelid did not show histologic features of malignancy. Twelve of the 17 patients (70%) died of metastases after histologic verification of the conjunctival melanoma.